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Concept Note for a Side Event on
Addressing the income – child labour - gender nexus in global value chains 
at the 6th Global Conference on the Elimination of Child Labour, Marrakech, Morocco
10 February 2026- 14:30-16:00- Online

I. Keywords
Please select 3–6 keywords that best describe your session and support programme clustering.
Child labour, living income, gender, global value chains, responsible business conduct
II.  Background & Rationale
Briefly explain the relevance of the proposed event to the themes of the 6th Global Conference, including the key labour-related challenges addressed, the background context, and (if applicable) the geographic or sectoral coverage of the session.
[bookmark: _Hlk220410181]Addressing child labour is a fundamental aspect of Responsible Business Conduct in global value chains. Child labour is not a standalone problem. To be effective and avoid harmful unintended consequences, child labour and poverty should be addressed in an integrated manner. This online side event aims to unpack the relationship between household income and child labour and identify and map evidence for high-potential approaches for simultaneously addressing poverty and child labour. The Netherlands Enterprise Agency (RVO) will open the session briefly highlighting the Subsidy Programme for Responsible Business (SPVO), one of the instruments of the Dutch government to support companies to strengthen their child labour strategies. Under SPVO’s knowledge and learning agenda, KIT conducted a research in 2025, where they identified four key mechanisms that shape the relationship between income and child labour: income level, economic resilience, household labour dynamics and social norms and cultural meanings. They will discuss high-potential approaches including cash transfers, informal savings groups, professional labour services, household approaches and Child Labour Free Zones. 
After this presentation, KIT will moderate a panel discussion with representatives from the company, ETG, ILO ACCEL and the NGO, Rainforest Alliance, where they will share their field experiences. This will be followed by a 30-minute Q&A session with online participants. The Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs will close the session reflecting on the Dutch government support to eradicate child labour and the role these various actors can play.  
III. Key Objectives
Objectives should be specific, achievable, and ideally involve the perspectives of governments, employers, and workers.
The ultimate objective is to support implementing organizations such as NGO’s, brands and traders in global value chains to strengthen their income and child labour strategies. This can also inform the support given by governments to private sector, civil society and other key stakeholders.
IV. Expected Outcomes and Deliverables
1. Support organizations to strengthen their income and child labour strategies, based on the latest evidence through smart program design and efficient timing
2. Share practical lessons from real-world programs on effective design and scaling approaches
3. Demonstrate the importance of applying a gender lens
4. Provide insights from key stakeholders including a knowledge institute (KIT) , the private sector, the UN perspective and a civil society perspective 

V. Session Format
Describe the session modality and format (e.g., panel discussion, roundtable, technical briefing, fireside chat). Indicate the session language, whether interpretation will be provided, and the recommended duration.
Panel discussion
VI. Proposed speakers and targeted audience
Please provide information on the speakers and moderator(s), including their names, roles, titles, and organizations, as well as the target groups for whom the session is intended.
· Organizer/opening words: Maggie de Jongh, advisor Responsible Business Conduct at Netherlands Enterprise Agency (RVO)
· Speaker and moderator: Selma van der Haar, advisor development economics and impact evaluation at KIT Royal Tropical Institute
· Speaker/panel member: Delight Tendeku, project manager Farmer Livelihoods at  ETG/Beyond Beans foundation
· Speaker panel member: Emmanuel Bukomeko, consultant-Impact Programs: East and Southern Africa for Rainforest Alliance
· Speaker/panel member: Minoru Ogasawara, Chief Technical Officer at ILO
· Speaker/closing words: Charlotte Bernhard, Senior Policy Advisor Sustainable Production and Trade at Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs
VII. Session Flow
Provide a short breakdown of the session structure.

	Slot: 
10 Feb
14:30-16:00 CET
	Segment
	Lead
	Description / Notes

	14:30-14:35
	Opening remarks
	Organizer Maggie de Jongh
	Introduce the session purpose and Subsidy Programme for Responsible Business

	
14:35-14:55
	Present study on addressing the income – child labour - gender nexus in global value chains 

	Presenter and moderator Selma van der Haar
	Present four key mechanisms that shape the relationship between income and child labour: income level, economic resilience, household labour dynamics and social norms and cultural meanings. They will discuss high-potential approaches including cash transfers, informal savings groups, professional labour services, household approaches and Child Labour Free Zones. 

	14:55:15:27
	Panel discussion on field experiences from private sector perspective, NGO perspective and UN perspective
· 5 minutes per speaker to introduce their program, lessons learned from their interventions and effects
· 15 minute panel reflections, guided by questions from the moderator

	Moderator: Selma van der Haar (KIT)
Speakers Delight Tendeku (ETG), Emmanuel Bukomeko (Rainforest Alliance), Minoru Ogasawara (ILO ACCEL)
	Share ETG/Beyond Beans experience from their VSLA + approach and working with conditional cash transfers in the Nestle Income Accelerator Program
Share ILO ACCEL Africa’s work with VSLA’s and cooperatives, promoting Universal Health Coverage among cocoa farmers in Cote d'Ivoire, in collaboration with government, private sector and cooperatives.
Share RFA experience implementing Child Labour Free Zones in Uganda, including GALS, VSLA, youth teams and school coffee clubs

	15:27-15:50
	Q&A with the audience 
	Moderated by Maggie de Jongh
	Online Q&A 

	15:50:16:00
	Dutch MOFA perspective
	Speaker Charlotte Bernhard
	Closing remarks



VIII. About Organisers at the 6th Global Conference on the Elimination of Child Labour (optional)
This section provides an opportunity for participating organizations to briefly present their role, perspective, and mandate, including relevant experience, initiatives, or good practices related to the topic.
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