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Concept Note for a Side Event on

The Americas – Key alliances for the elimination of child labour: prevention as a pathway to eradication
Regional vision, national commitment and local impact 
at the 6th Global Conference on the Elimination of Child Labour, Marrakech, Morocco
10 February | 16.30 – 18.15 | Online
I. Keywords
Child labour prevention; Inter-institutional cooperation; Social dialogue; Innovative alliances; 
II. Background & Rationale
Child labour remains a central global challenge. The most recent estimates indicate that 137.6 million children and adolescents are in child labour worldwide, of whom 54 million are engaged in hazardous work, clearly demonstrating that the current pace of progress remains insufficient to achieve eradication.
In this context, Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) shows a distinctive trajectory. Since comparable measurements became available, the region has reduced child labour by more than 50 per cent, reaching an estimated 7.1 million children and adolescents currently in child labour. While these advances are significant, child labour persists and progress remains uneven across countries and territories, with gaps associated with rurality, informality and structural inequalities.
Regional experience underscores the importance of shared frameworks, effective coordination among actors and coherence across levels of intervention. In the current context, the main challenge lies in aligning global commitments, regional priorities and national responses, avoiding fragmentation of efforts and strengthening sustainable preventive approaches.

Against this backdrop, the event seeks to foster renewed inter-institutional, political and social commitment, bringing together key actors from the world of work and development in order to strengthen coherent, integrated and sustainable responses to the elimination of child labour.
In doing so, the event highlights the importance of advancing in an aligned manner, showcasing the regional priorities emerging from the Consultation of the Americas, as reflected in the Strategic Plan of the Latin America and the Caribbean Regional Initiative Free of Child Labour, and underscoring its dual role: contributing to the global agenda while guiding national efforts in the prevention and elimination of child labour.
III. Key Objectives
· Fostering renewed inter-institutional, political and social commitment, bringing together key actors from the world of work and development, with a view to strengthening coherent, integrated and sustainable responses to the elimination of child labour.
· Presenting the regional priorities identified through the Consultation of the Americas and integrated into the Strategic Plan of the Regional Initiative.
· Reinforcing alignment between the global agenda, regional frameworks and national responses to child labour.
· Consolidating a shared understanding of child labour and its root causes, while encouraging consideration of innovative approaches that contribute to strengthening responses at both regional and national levels.
· Promoting reflection and exchange on innovative approaches and responses that can enrich existing policies and actions.
· Highlighting the regional contribution to the global agenda and its guiding role for national efforts.
IV. Expected Outcomes 
· Strengthened strategic and innovative alliances, reflected in clearer roles and complementarities among tripartite constituents, regional and international organizations and development partners, and in the identification of concrete opportunities for joint action and collaboration to advance the prevention and elimination of child labour.
· Enhanced regional coherence and action-oriented alignment, translated into shared priorities and practical entry points to better connect global commitments, regional frameworks and national responses, and to support the design and implementation of integrated and preventive approaches at country and territorial levels.
V. Session Format
Language: Spanish and English, with interpretation into other languages provided through the Wordly application.
The session will be organized in a roundtable format, conceived as a structured dialogue among representatives from different sectors and levels. Participants’ initial interventions will be brief and aimed at providing complementary perspectives on regional priorities, followed by a moderated exchange to facilitate joint reflection and dialogue with the audience.
The roundtable format will foster an open and balanced conversation, encouraging the exchange of experiences, the identification of areas of convergence, and the sharing of innovative approaches and responses, in line with existing regional and global frameworks.
VI. Proposed speakers and targeted audience
The panel will bring together high-level government authorities from the region, as well as representatives of employers’ and workers’ organizations, partner for development and civil society actors, with recognized experience and commitment in the prevention and elimination of child labour.
The target audience includes public policy-makers, social partners, civil society organizations, international organizations and other key stakeholders interested in contributing to the prevention and elimination of child labour (PEC), in line with the priorities defined through the Regional Consultation of the Americas and their contribution to the global agenda.
VII. Session Flow

	Slot
	Segment
	Lead
	Description / Notes

	3-5 mins
	Apertura
	Moderator / MC
	Presentation of the objectives and approach of the session

	20 min
	Conceptual Framework
	Keynote speaker
	Regional priorities

	50 min
	Panel de discursion
	Panelistas
	Exchange of experiences, policies and challenges

	25 min
	Preguntas y respuesta del público
	Moderación
Panelistas
	Questions and comments 

	10 min
	Cierre
	Moderación
	Synthesis of key messages and next steps



VIII. About Organisers at the 6th Global Conference on the Elimination of Child Labour (optional)

The Tripartite Declaration of Punta Cana (2025), adopted at the 20th Regional Meeting of the Americas of the ILO, reaffirms the priority of the abolition of child labour in the Americas, the sustained commitment to its prevention and elimination, and the recognition of the Latin America and the Caribbean Regional Initiative Free of Child Labour as a benchmark for regional cooperation.
This side event is part of the regional efforts promoted by the Latin America and the Caribbean Regional Initiative Free of Child Labour, the regional tripartite platform whose technical secretariat is led by the ILO, which for more than a decade has promoted the articulation of public policies and coordinated responses for the prevention and elimination of child labour in the region.
These commitments were further reinforced during the Regional Consultations of the Americas (2025), held as part of the preparatory process for the 6th Global Conference, which made it possible to identify shared regional priorities and to integrate them into the Strategic Plan of the Regional Initiative as a guiding framework for the regional contribution to the global agenda and for national responses.



1

image1.jpg
6th Global Conference
on the Elimination
of Child Labour

Marsakech + 1 - 13 february 2036




