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Concept Note for a Side Event on
[Child domestic labour in the context of the 
care economy]
at the 6th Global Conference on the Elimination of Child Labour, Marrakech, Morocco
[10 February 2026] | [14.30 – 16.15] | [Online]

(Unofficial translation. Original document in Spanish.)
I. Keywords
Care economy; child domestic labour; care policies; prevention of child labour; paid and unpaid care work
II. Background & Rationale
This side event seeks to give continuity and global visibility to the consensus reached in the regional consultations, positioning child domestic labour in the context of the care economy as a strategic axis for strengthening child labour prevention approaches and enriching the debates and outcomes of the Conference.
Child domestic work remains a complex and persistent reality,[footnoteRef:1] closely linked to gender roles and an unfair social organisation of care that overburdens women. In most countries, girls and adolescents take on a disproportionate share of unpaid domestic and care work within households, as well as paid domestic work in third-party households. These activities often remain invisible in official statistics and beyond the reach of public policies, even though, when they involve long hours, dangerous tasks or responsibilities that interfere with education, health and personal development, they constitute forms of child domestic labour. [1:  The form of child labour performed by children and adolescents under the age of 18 in third-party households, performing domestic and care tasks such as cleaning, cooking, washing, caring for children, elderly or sick people, and other activities related to household maintenance.
] 

The care economy encompasses care work, both paid and unpaid, direct and indirect care, its provision inside and outside the home, as well as the people who provide and receive care and the employers and institutions that offer care (CIT Resolution 2024). 
In many countries, it is characterised by a highly feminised workforce, high levels of informality and, in general, low economic and social recognition linked to structural gender biases. 
Limitations in the provision of and access to affordable, quality care services affect both girls and adolescents, increasing their burden of unpaid care work and school absenteeism, as well as mothers and adult women, whose precarious working conditions can reinforce intergenerational cycles of poverty and child domestic labour.
In this context, the side event "Child domestic labour in the context of the care economy" is aligned with the objectives of the 6th Global Conference on the Elimination of Child Labour, proposing a broader view of strategies for the prevention and elimination of child domestic labour. Integrating care policies with strategies to eliminate child domestic labour represents a strategic opportunity to simultaneously advance the protection of girls, the labour market integration of adult women, and the promotion of decent work and social justice.

III. Key Objectives
1. Raise awareness of child domestic labour as a specific and persistent form of child labour, particularly when it affects girls involved in domestic and care work, both paid and unpaid, which is often normalised and invisible.
2. Analyse the links between child domestic labour, gender and the care economy, highlighting how the lack of adequate care services can increase the risks of child domestic labour being perpetuated.
3. Emphasise the role of care policies and systems as key tools for the structural prevention of child domestic labour.
4. Promote an integrated approach that links strategies for the eradication of child labour with policies on care, equality, employment, labour formalisation and social protection. 
5. Strengthen the role of social dialogue and coordinated action between governments, employers' and workers' organisations and civil society to address child domestic labour from a care economy perspective.
IV. Expected Outcomes and Deliverables
· Greater awareness and understanding of child domestic labour in the care economy among conference participants.
· Identification of key messages and policy recommendations to integrate the care economy into strategies for the prevention and eradication of child domestic labour.
· Exchange of experiences and good practices linking care policies, gender equality and the elimination of child domestic labour.
· Substantive contributions to the debates and outcome documents of the Conference, with an emphasis on prevention and integrated public policy approaches.

V. Session Format
The session will take the form of a panel discussion with questions and answers, with an estimated duration of two hours. The focus will be primarily on public policy, promoting exchange between different sectors and actors. The main language will be Spanish, with interpretation available as confirmed by the Conference Secretariat, through the Wordly application (read and with audio).

VI. Proposed speakers and targeted audience
Speakers (to be confirmed):
· Government representatives responsible for care policies and child domestic labour. 
· Representatives of employers' and workers' organisations.
· Representatives of international organisations and civil society with experience in the care economy and child domestic labour.
· Experts in domestic work and care policies.
Target audience: Public policy makers, social partners, civil society organisations, international organisations, academia and other actors involved in the eradication of child domestic labour and the design of care policies.
VII. Session Flow

	Slot
	Segment
	Lead
	Description / Notes

	3-5 mins
	Opening
	Moderator / MC
	Presentation of the session's objectives and approach

	20 min
	Conceptual framework
	Keynote speaker
	Link between child domestic labour and the care economy

	50 min
	Discussion panel
	Panellists
	Exchange of experiences, policies and challenges

	25 min
	Questions and answers from the audience
	Moderator
Panelists
	Questions and comments 

	10 min
	Closing
	Moderation
	Summary of key messages and next steps




VIII. About Organisers at the 6th Global Conference on the Elimination of Child Labour (optional)
This side event is part of regional efforts promoted by the Regional Initiative Latin America and the Caribbean Free of Child Labour (RILAC), a tripartite regional platform whose technical secretariat is run by the ILO, which for more than 10 years has played a central role in coordinating public policies and actions for the prevention and eradication of child labour in the region.
In this context, the Tripartite Declaration of Brasilia (2024) of the Regional Initiative, as well as the Tripartite Declaration of Punta Cana (2025) 20th American Regional Meeting of the ILO, reaffirm the priority of abolishing child labour, the sustained commitment to its prevention and eradication, and the protection of young people who have reached the minimum age for work. The Declaration also explicitly recognises the Regional Initiative Latin America and the Caribbean Free of Child Labour as an emblematic example of regional cooperation, called upon to continue leading efforts towards a region free of this phenomenon.
These political commitments were reinforced during the regional consultations in the Americas held in 2025 as part of the preparatory process for the 6th Global Conference on the Elimination of Child Labour. In these consultations, child domestic labour and its link to the care economy were highlighted as one of the priority issues for regional action, due to its structural nature, its strong gender dimension and its persistent invisibility in regulatory and public policy frameworks.
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