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Concept Note
Faith, Dignity and Shared Responsibility 
Harnessing Interreligious Dialogue to End Child Labour
at the 6th Global Conference on the Elimination of Child Labour, Marrakech, Morocco
Thursday, 12 February 2026 | 16:30 – 18:15 | In-person
Convention Center, Le Movenpick Mansour Eddahbi Hotel – Marrakech 
I. Keywords
Interreligious dialogue; human dignity; prevention of child labour; whole-of-society approach to end child labour; social justice; shared responsibilities
II. Background & Rationale
Held in the framework of the 6th Global Conference on the Elimination of Child Labour of the International Labour Organization (ILO) under the auspices of the Government of Morocco, this side event provides a focused space to reflect on the ethical and societal foundations needed to accelerate progress toward ending child labour. While the Conference convenes key institutional actors to advance policy commitments and actions, this side event complements the broader agenda by gathering religious leaders from Abrahamic traditions to share theological reflections on the protection of children grounded on shared values, responsibilities and the sacred worth of every individual. 
Child labour remains a profound violation of children’s rights and dignity, rooted in structural inequalities that cannot be addressed by policy instruments alone. Its eradication requires a whole-of-society approach grounded in shared ethical and moral principles such as social justice, human dignity, solidarity, and responsibility toward future generations. In this context, dialogue among international organisations, public authorities, religious leaders and institutions as well as community-based actors plays a critical role in reinforcing collective ownership of this global challenge.
Co-organised by the King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz  Centre for Interreligious and Intercultural Dialogue (KAICIID) and the Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Morocco to the United Nations and other International Organizations in Geneva with the participation of key faith-based and religious institutions such as Mohammedan League of Scholars, the World Council of Churches (WCC), the Holy See and the Moroccan Jewish community, this side event builds on KAICIID’s mission to harness interreligious dialogue to mobilise religious and faith leaders as partners in complementing policy efforts and connecting global policy processes with local realities. By combining ethical and moral reflection with concrete experiences, the discussion aims to strengthen prevention and protection strategies through values-based perspectives.

As a model of moderate Islam and tolerance, Morocco, as the host country, offers a particularly meaningful setting for this exchange. A land of knowledge and culture, it also serves as a bridge between different civilisations. Under the leadership of His Majesty King Mohammed VI, the Kingdom has consistently advanced coexistence and social cohesion as core pillars of its national and international engagement, while highlighting the importance of dialogue-based approaches in promoting the dignity and protection of children.
Through a moderated roundtable, the event invites participants to explore how interreligious dialogue can act as a driving force for broad-based partnerships across faith and secular institutions, strengthening international efforts to eliminate child labour and supporting renewed commitment to shared responsibility toward sustained and collaborative action. The main insights from the discussion will be captured in a Reflection Paper, with a view to fostering renewed engagement of religious and faith leaders in efforts to end child labour.
The working language will be English with interpretation in Arabic.
III. Key Objectives
· Promote a whole-of-society approach grounded in shared ethical and moral principles such as social justice, human dignity, solidarity, and responsibility toward future generations
· Explore how interreligious dialogue can act as a driving force for broad-based partnerships across religious and secular institutions
· Mobilise religious and faith leaders as partners in complementing policy efforts and connecting global policy processes with local realities
IV. Expected Outcomes and Deliverables
Encourage to identify tangible and actionable outputs, such as:
1. A Reflection Paper, capturing the key insights to feed into policy recommendations, including documented good practices
2. Key messages to feed into Conference outcome documents.
V. Session Format
Moderated roundtable preceded by two panels. The side event languages will be English with interpretation in Arabic. The duration will be 1 hour and 45 minutes
VI. Proposed speakers and targeted audience
Speakers: 
H.E. Ambassador Antonio de Almeida-Ribeiro, Acting Secretary General, International Dialogue Centre (KAICIID)

H.E. Ambassador Omar Zniber, Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of Morocco to the United Nations in Geneva, President of the UN Human Rights Council (2024) 
H.E. Mr Younes Sekkouri, Minister of Economic Inclusion, Small Business, Employment and Skills, Kingdom of Morocco
H.E. Sheikh Abdulatif bin Yousef Al Mutlaq, Senior Advisor to the Secretary General, Muslim World League (MWL), Makkah, Saudi Arabia 
Dr. Ahmed Abbadi, Secretary General of the Rabita Mohammadia of Ulema, Rabat, Morocco 
Professor Abdelhak Azzouzi, President, United Nations Chair for the Alliance of Civilizations Founding Member (UNCAC); Member of the Board of Directors, Euromed University of Fes (UEMF), Fez, Kingdom of Morocco (tbc)
Dr. Rokia Ouhejjou, PhD, Mohammed V University of Rabat, KAICIID Fellow, Kingdom of Morocco 
Mr. Sidi Mohamed Oudaa, National Commissioner in charge of the Dakhlet Nouadhibou region for the Mauritanian Scouts and Guides Association and KAICIID partner in the Dialogue360 initiative, (Mauritania) 
Sister Rosy Xavier Kombi, Franciscan Missionaries of Mary, Rabat
Mr. Jacky Kadoch, President of the Jewish community of Marrakech and Essaouira 
Ms. Frederique Seidel, Senior Programme Lead, Children & Climate / WCC-UNICEF Partnership Advisor, World Council of Churches (WCC)
Moderators: 
Mr. Waseem Haddad, Senior Programme Manager, Arab Region Programme, International Dialogue Centre (KAICIID)
Ms. Teresa Albano, Senior Programme Manager, Europe Region, International Dialogue Centre (KAICIID)
Target audience: 
Government, workers’ and employers’ representatives; diplomatic missions; UN and international organizations; civil society and faith-based actors; policy experts and practitioners.
VII. Session Flow
	Slot
	Segment
	Lead
	Description / Notes

	15 mins
	Opening remarks
H.E. Ambassador Antonio de Almeida-Ribeiro, Acting Secretary General, International Dialogue Centre (KAICIID)
H.E. Ambassador Omar Zniber, Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of Morocco to the United Nations in Geneva, President of the UN Human Rights Council (2024) 
	Moderator / MC
Mr. Waseem Haddad, Senior Programme Manager, Arab Region Programme, International Dialogue Centre (KAICIID)
	Introduce the session purpose and provide institutional framing of the discussion

	15 mins
	Stories of Hope: Faith-Led Efforts to End Child Labour
Dr. Rokia Ouhejjou, PhD, Mohammed V University of Rabat, KAICIID Fellow, Kingdom of Morocco
Mr. Sidi Mohamed Oudaa, National Commissioner in charge of the Dakhlet Nouadhibou region for the Mauritanian Scouts and Guides Association and KAICIID partner in the Dialogue360 initiative, (Mauritania) 
	Mr. Waseem Haddad, Senior Programme Manager, Arab Region Programme, International Dialogue Centre (KAICIID)
	Through stories of faith leaders and religious actors working to end child labour, this session will inspire a roundtable where participants reflect on these experiences through the lens of their theological teachings and shared moral commitments

	45 mins
	Roundtable discussion
Dr. Ahmed Abbadi, Secretary General of the Rabita Mohammadia of Ulema, Rabat, Morocco 
H.E. Sheikh Abdulatif bin Yousef Al Mutlaq, Senior Advisor to the Secretary General, Muslim World League (MWL), Makkah, Saudi Arabia 
Sister Rosy Xavier Kombi, Franciscan Missionaries of Mary, Rabat
Mr. Jacky Kadoch, President of the Jewish community of Marrakech and Essaouira 
Ms. Frederique Seidel, Senior Programme Lead, Children & Climate / WCC-UNICEF Partnership Advisor, World Council of Churches (WCC)
	Ms. Teresa Albano, Senior Programme Manager, Europe Region, International Dialogue Centre (KAICIID)

	Building on the stories of resilience and hope, this roundtable invites religious leaders to reflect on how their teachings and ethical guidance can contribute to ending child labour. The discussion will explore how interreligious dialogue can strengthen protection, prevention, and shared responsibility. Participants will share insights from their experiences, reflecting on theological principles that inform ethical and values-based action to advance child protection

	20 mins
	Concluding remarks
H.E. Mr Younes Sekkouri, Minister of Economic Inclusion, Small Business, Employment and Skills, Kingdom of Morocco
Professor Abdelhak Azzouzi, President, United Nations Chair for the Alliance of Civilizations Founding Member (UNCAC); Member of the Board of Directors, Euromed University of Fes (UEMF), Fez, Kingdom of Morocco (tbc)
H.E. Ambassador Antonio de Almedia-Ribeiro, Acting Secretary General, International Dialogue Centre (KAICIID)
	Mr. Waseem Haddad, Senior Programme Manager, Arab Region Programme, International Dialogue Centre (KAICIID)
	This session will serve as a moment to distil the key insights and messages emerging from the discussion, bringing together perspectives from different interlocutors symbolically representing national governments, and international organizations. With distinct yet complementary roles, these actors are called upon to provide the political leadership and operational space necessary to advance concrete measures and effective policies aimed at ending child labour


VIII. About Organisers at the 6th Global Conference on the Elimination of Child Labour
Thanks to its distinct constituency and dual governance structure – gathering states and religious leaders – the King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz  Centre for Interreligious and Intercultural Dialogue (KAICIID) is an intergovernmental organization uniquely placed to provide an inclusive platform to convene religious leaders, policymakers and experts. The organization aims to end the abuse of religion to justify oppression, violence and conflict, while fostering interreligious and intercultural dialogue as an effective tool to promote justice, peace and reconciliation.
The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Morocco to the United Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva is Morocco’s official diplomatic representation to the United Nations and numerous multilateral institutions based in Geneva, Switzerland. It represents the Kingdom’s interests, promotes cooperation with UN agencies and other international bodies, and participates in multilateral diplomacy on global issues such as human rights, development, peace, and security. The Mission also engages in high-level meetings, negotiations, and dialogues, and works to strengthen Morocco’s collaboration with international partners on political, social, and economic matters.
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