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Concept Note for a Side Event on
Addressing rising risks to children in conflict-affected and fragile settings
at the 6th Global Conference on the Elimination of Child Labour, Marrakech, Morocco
[Wednesday, 11 February 2026] | [17:00-19:00] | [In-person]


I. Keywords
Conflicts and crisis contexts; Worst forms of child labour; SDG 8.7; Social protection; 
II. Background & Rationale
Workers’ organisations are on the frontline of the fight against child labour. From identifying victims and enforcing workplace and wage protections to building Child Labour Free Zones, trade unions are essential actors. In preventive diplomacy and in conflict and post-conflict zones, unions play a crucial role in demanding peace, democracy, and accountability to protect children.
III. Key Objectives
The side event will examine the rising risks to children in conflict-affected and fragile settings, where escalating militarism and growing authoritarianism are driving displacement, instability, and the breakdown of democratic institutions. These conditions leave children increasingly exposed to exploitation, including some of the worst forms of child labour. Bringing together trade union representatives, experts, and partners, the session will highlight the role of democratic, worker-led institutions in safeguarding children’s rights, promoting peace, and rebuilding resilient communities. The event will showcase trade union initiatives that prevent the recruitment and exploitation of children in conflict zones, support education and social protection, and strengthen democratic space as a foundation for sustainable peace.
IV. Expected Outcomes and Deliverables
1. policy recommendations; addressed to governments, international organisations, and donors, highlighting the need to a) Strengthen child labour prevention measures in conflict-affected contexts, b) Protect civic space, freedom of association, and collective bargaining as enabling conditions for eliminating child labour.

2. key messages to feed into Conference outcome documents;  The Sixth global conference should place strong emphasis on the alarming escalation of armed conflicts around the globe. It must urge nations not only to stop military escalation but also to advance concrete policies that promote peace, ensure decent work, and safeguard children’s rights in conflict and post conflict areas.  

V. Session Format
The session will combine panel discussion, paper briefing, and Q&As from audience. The session will be done in English, interpretation to French has been requested, and the duration will be approximately 90 minutes.
VI. Proposed speakers and targeted audience
Tentative Speakers
Opening: Jordania Urena, ITUC Deputy General Secretary
Panelists:
Excellency Ennas Attary, Minister of Labour - State of Palestine
Dominique Marlet, Education International, Research, Policy, Advocacy Senior Coordinator 
Omar Faruk Osman Nur, Federation of Somali Trade Unions General Secretary
Marco Dubbelt, Global March Against Child Labour, Senior Director
Farah Abdallah, National Federation of Workers’ and Employees’ Trade Unions in Lebanon

VII. Session Flow

	Time 
	Activity 
	Details 

	17:00-17:05
	Opening Segment 
	Jordania Urena, ITUC Deputy General Secretary (5 min) 

	17:05-17:15
	Keynote Intervention
	MoL, State of Palestine (10 mins)

	17:15-18:00
	Plenary Discussion 
	Panelists (45 mins) 

	18:00-18:15
	Interactive dialogue 
	Q&As with participants (15 mins)

	18:15–18:25 
	Summary & Closing
	Moderator: Summary (7 min) 
Closing Remarks – Jordania Urena (3 min) 



VIII. About Organisers at the 6th Global Conference on the Elimination of Child Labour (optional)
The International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) brings a workers’ perspective to the Conference, grounded in its mandate to promote peace, democracy and decent work as essential foundations for the protection of children’s rights. The ITUC emphasises the urgent need to address the growing impact of armed conflict, displacement and democratic backsliding on child labour. In this context, the Confederation advocates for policies that prevent militarisation, strengthen democratic institutions, promote decent work for adults and ensure the protection of children in conflict and post-conflict settings.
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