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Concept Note for a Side Event on
Child Labour in Eastern and Southern Africa: What the Data Tells Us and What Must Change
at the 6th Global Conference on the Elimination of Child Labour, Marrakech, Morocco
10 February | 09:15–11:00 (Moroccan time) | 11:15 (Nairobi/Kampala/Tana)
| [Online]
I. Keywords
SDG 8.7; Child labour; Data and evidence; Social protection; Education systems; Eastern and Southern Africa
II. Background & Rationale
Child labour remains a persistent challenge across Eastern and Southern Africa, undermining children’s rights, limiting educational outcomes, and constraining long-term social and economic development. While progress has been recorded in several countries, recent data shows that gains remain uneven, with children in poor, rural, crisis-affected, and climate-vulnerable contexts facing heightened risk.
As part of the 6th Global Conference on the Elimination of Child Labour, UNICEF will host a virtual side event to launch its new Data Brief on Child Labour in Eastern and Southern Africa. The brief provides an evidence-based snapshot of regional trends, disparities, and drivers of child labour, highlighting where progress is accelerating and where children continue to be left behind.
The event will move beyond presenting data to examine what the evidence means for national policy choices and system-level responses. It will showcase country experiences from the region that demonstrate how data-informed, integrated approaches across social protection, education, labour, and child protection systems can drive progress. 
With the region home to the world’s youngest and fastest growing child population, the policy choices governments make now will shape not only child rights outcomes, but future human capital, productivity and social cohesion. 
Key Objectives
The side event aims to:
· Ground global and regional discussions on child labour in robust, region-specific evidence from Eastern and Southern Africa.
· Interrogate the latest data on trends, disparities, and risk factors affecting children in the region.
· Surface concrete country leadership and implementation lessons that have contributed to reductions in child labour.
· Demonstrate how data can be used strategically to inform national policy, planning, and investment decisions.
· Reinforce the need for integrated, system-wide responses rather than standalone or project-based interventions.
III. Expected Outcomes and Deliverables
· Official launch and dissemination of the UNICEF Data Brief on Child Labour in Eastern and Southern Africa.
· Clear, action-oriented messages linking evidence to policy and system reform.
· Increased visibility of Eastern and Southern Africa data and country experiences within the Conference.
· Shared lessons and practical insights to support peer learning among governments and partners.
· Key messages to inform Conference discussions and outcome documents.
· Inputs to inform national follow-up discussion and policy dialogue on child labour prevention in Eastern and Southern Africa
IV. Session Format
•   Modality: Virtual launch event and moderated panel discussion
•   Duration: 60 minutes
· Language: English and French 
•   Format:
Presentation of key findings from the UNICEF Data Brief
Government and partner panel reflections
Moderated discussion and closing remarks
V. Proposed speakers and targeted audience
UNICEF (regional and headquarters) representative presenting the Data Brief
Government representative from Madagascar and Uganda (policy and implementation perspective)
Moderator: UNICEF
VI. Session Flow

	Time (Morocco)	
	Segment
	Speaker

	09:15 – 09:20
	Welcome, objectives, and scene-setting
	Nankali Maksud, Moderator | Senior Advisor| Child Protection| Africa | Global Programme Division

	09:20 – 09:25
	Opening Remarks
	Alison Parker | Deputy Regional Director | UNICEF ESARO

	09:25 – 09:40
	Regional data and key trends on child labour
	Claudia Cappa |Senior Adviser | Statistics and Monitoring | UNICEF 


	09:40 – 09:50
	Immediate questions and clarifications on the data
	

	09:50 – 10:15
	Panel discussion: Translating data into policy and system action
	1. Ranto RASOLONJANAHAR |Directeur du Travail et de la Promotion des Droits Fondamentaux, Ministère du Travail, de l'Emploi et de la Fonction Publique| Madagascar / Director of Labor and the Promotion of Fundamental Rights | Ministry of Labor |Employment and Public Service, Madagascar

2. Dr Shimelis Tsegaye Tesemma | Director of Programmes | African Child Policy Forum

	10:15 – 10 :25
	Global Perspectives and standards on child labour
	ILO

	10:25 – 10:45
	Questions and Answers from the floor
	Moderator

	10:45 - 10:55
	Strategic takeaways and next steps
	Soledad Sanchez Canamares | Corporate Aliances Specialist | UNICEF ESARO



VII. About Organisers at the 6th Global Conference on the Elimination of Child Labour 
UNICEF works with governments and partners to prevent and respond to child labour through integrated approaches that strengthen social protection, education, labour regulation, and child protection systems. In Eastern and Southern Africa, UNICEF supports data generation and use, policy reform, and system strengthening to address the root causes of child labour and protect the most vulnerable children.
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