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Concept Note for a Thematic Session on

Sustainable financing solutions for the elimination of child labour: towards coherent and sustainable national strategies
at the 6th Global Conference on the Elimination of Child Labour, Marrakech, Morocco
Thursday, February 12, 2026 – 9.15 to 11.00


Background 
The 6th Global Conference on the Elimination of Child Labour in Marrakech comes at a time when it is clear that the world is not on track to achieve SDG target 8.7 on the elimination of child labour. Many countries have adopted or updated National Action Plans on Child Labour (NAPs) or equivalent strategies, with a growing recognition that addressing the causes of child labour requires action on broader and interconnected systems, including social protection, public finance for children, education and skills, labour markets, rural livelihoods, and trade and value-chain governance.
The ILO's work shows that investing in the prevention and elimination of child labour, through social protection, education, decent work and remedial measures for children in child labour generates social and economic benefits far greater than the costs. A global cost-benefit analysis estimated that the economic benefits of eliminating child labour could be nearly seven times greater than the financial costs, and recent analyses of social protection financing gaps further confirm that such investments are a foundation for inclusive and sustainable growth, rather than a simple fiscal expense.
Yet, funding still falls short of political commitments: in many countries, NAPs and related strategies are unfunded or only partially funded; key systems (social protection, education, labour inspection, child protection) remain under-resourced and vulnerable to budgetary constraints or are not, or inadequately, covering those in the informal economy; and measures relevant to child labour are often lost in general budgets, without traceable allocations or indicators. There is still a clear gap between policy design and effective and sustainable funding.
The Durban Call to Action has already emphasized domestic resource mobilization, adequate financing of NAPs, the integration of child labour into development policies, coherence between social and economic policies, debt sustainability and the role of international financial institutions. The recent discussions at the 4th International Conference on Financing for Development (FfD4) in Seville also highlighted the importance of domestic resource mobilization, equitable tax systems, debt management and relief, and mixed public-private finance.
In this context, the session will look at concrete ways to move towards coherent and sustainably funded national strategies to prevent and eliminate child labour, grounded primarily in domestic budgets, and complemented by international public finance and responsible private and philanthropic investments.

Issues Addressed 
The session aims to:
· Clarify funding needs and gaps related to the elimination of child labour, in particular for social protection (including family benefits), inclusive and quality basic education, labour inspection and monitoring of child labour, child protection as well as decent work and adult livelihoods.
· Underscore the importance of cost–benefit analysis as a tool for informing sustainable financing strategies, drawing on the 2004 global cost–benefit analysis, ongoing ILO cost–benefit work, and social protection financing gap analyses, in order to illustrate that the broader socio-economic benefits associated with eliminating child labour outweigh the costs of action. 
· Discuss concrete strategies for domestic resource mobilization and use of fiscal space, including tax and contribution reforms, reallocation of expenditures, reform of regressive subsidies, strengthening social dialogue institutions, formalization of the informal economy, as well as innovative mechanisms (solidarity or sectoral taxes/levies, CSR mandates, local funds).
· Examine the role of international public finance, trade and the private sector, in particular how ODA and IFIs can act as catalysts (budget support, instruments for results, investment projects), and how trade agreements, due diligence, blended finance, impact investments and multi-stakeholders partnerships can complement public budgets, including through social partners and civil society.
· Strengthen traceability and accountability by identifying public finance tools (CDMT, budgeting by programme, budget marking) and indicators to monitor spending and results related to child labour, as well as metrics shared between the ILO, IFI, EU, UN, private investors and social actors.
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