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Concept note for a plenary session on

Accelerating progress towards the elimination of child labour in Africa: achievements, lessons learned and commitments for the next five years.
at the 6th Global Conference on the Elimination of Child Labour, Marrakech, Morocco
Friday, February 13, 2026 – 9:15 to 11:00
Context
Africa remains the region with the highest prevalence of child labour globally, due to persistent structural challenges related to poverty, informality, limited social protection coverage, and unequal access to quality education. However, since the Fifth Global Conference, many African countries have intensified their efforts to strengthen legal and policy frameworks, expand social protection, improve labour administration, and integrate the fight against child labour into broader development and employment strategies.
Recent observations and comments from the ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations (CEACR) highlight significant progress in several countries, while also underscoring persistent implementation gaps, calling for strengthened political commitment, greater policy coherence, and adequate resources. The Sixth Global Conference presents a key opportunity for African countries to take stock of progress, share experiences, and reaffirm their leadership in accelerating the elimination of child labour.
Questions discussed
This plenary session, structured around three high-level panels, will bring together African ministers participating in the Conference, senior ILO officials, the Ambassador of Morocco to Geneva, and representatives of employers and workers, who will share Africa's major achievements since the Durban conference and commitments for the post-Marrakesh period.
The session will promote exchange and help strengthen regional ownership, with the aim of translating political commitments into concrete and sustainable actions.



Session structure

	Topic
	Speaker
	Duration 

	Setting the scene
	Moderator : M. Samid Ghailan

	5 min

	Opening remarks
	Minister for Economic Inclusion, Small Business, Employment and Skills, Morocco: Mr. Younes Sekkouri

	5 min

	Panel 1
	- Ambassador of Morocco to Geneva: H.E Mr. Omar Zniber
- ILO: Ms Vera Paquete-Perdigão
- Representative of employers’ organizations: Ms Jacqueline Mugo
- Representative of workers’ organizations: Mr. Joel Odijie

	25 min

	Panel 2
	Botswana: Honourable Major General  Pius Mokgware, Minister of Labour and Home Affairs

Burundi: Mr. Gabriel Nizigama, MINISTER OF LABOUR, PUBLIC SERVICE AND SOCIAL SECURITY

Djibouti: Mr. Omar Abdi Said, Ministre du travail chargÃ© de la Formalisation et de la Protection Sociale 

Ghana:  Mr. Abdul-Hafiz Abdul-Rashid Pelpuo, Minister of Labour Jobs and Employment

Guinée Bissau: Mme Assucenia Nesbi Emilia Seide Donate De Barros, Ministre de l’Administration Publique, du Travail, de l’Emploi et de la Sécurité Sociale

Liberia: Mr. Cooper W. Kruah, Minister of Labour 

Mauritania: Ms Houmeid Mariem, Minister of Labour

Angola:  Pedro José Filipe, Secreta¡rio de Estado do Trabalho e SeguranÃ§a Social 

	30

	Panel 3
	Mauritania: Ms. Houmeid Mariem, Minister of Labour 

Uganda: Ms Esther Davinia Anyakun, Minister of Labour ,Employment and Industrial Relations 

South Sudan: Mr. Anthony Lino Makana, Minister of Labour

Tanzania : Ms Rahma Kisuo, Deputy Minister Prime Ministers Office Labour, Employment and Relations 

Zimbabwe : Ms Mercy Maruva Dinha, Deputy Minister of Public Service, Labour and Social Welfare

	30 min

	Conclusion
	Moderator: M. Samid Ghailan

	5 min
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